The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont

5 Rock Point Road
Burlington, VT 05408-2735

Telephone: 802-863-3431
Toll free in Vermont: 800-286-3437
Fax: 802-860-1562

Website: www.dioceseofvermont.org

The Rt. Rev. Thomas Clark Ely
Bishop of Vermont

Susan Ohlidal
Canon for Ministry Development
Coordinator, Companion Ministry Program

The Episcopal
Diocese of
Vermont

Companion
Ministry Program

Connection




Companion...
from the Latin, “one who has bread with”

one who accompanies, as on a journey

Companion Ministry Program

The Companion Ministry Program of the
Diocese of Vermont is based on the theological
principles found in the Baptismal Covenant.
Companion ministry encourages and supports
a shared ministry for mission that calls all bap-
tized Christians to be ministers of God’s recon-
ciling love in the world.

Companions in the Diocese of Vermont walk
alongside a congregation as partners in a re-
lationship designed to expand the ministry
of the diocese to congregations and to offer
an incarnation of Baptismal Ministry as they
demonstrate their own ministry as baptized
persons and celebrate the ministry of others.

The diocese believes the Companion Ministry
Program has the potential to lead to

+ congregations which are strengthened in
their understanding of baptismal theology
as a basis for mission in the wider commu-
nity and

individual members who have a deeper
knowledge and understanding of the bap-
tismal covenant and how it forms their

lives not only as active members of the
church but also as Christ’s representatives
in the world.

Companion...
one who assists

one who is closely connected

Companions in Vermont...

+ work with congregations as they move
through transitions of clergy leadership,

« further enhance and support all leadership
within the congregations,

* assist congregations in discerning and
forming local ministry support teams
emerging from practices of baptismal
ministry,

+ guide and support congregation members
as they develop connections between bap-
tismal ministries and the ways of living
daily life outside of the public church set-
ting.

Companions each bring their unique skills to
this ministry and work in a collaborative way
with a Ministry Developer. Resources to hire a
Companion may come from the congregation
or the diocese.

For information about the Companion Minis-
try Program, contact Susan Ohlidal, program
coordinator, at sohlidal@dioceseofvermont.org
or 802-748-8755.




