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Task Force releases report on same-gender blessings

New uniform policy to cover
Holy Matrimony and Holy Union

by Anne Clarke Brown

The Task Force on the Blessing of Persons Living in
Same-Gender Relationships appointed by Bishop Thomas
Ely last October presented its Report to the Bishop and
People of the Diocese of Vermont in training day/workshops
on June 18 at St. James’, Arlington and on June 19 at
Christ Church, Montpelier. Both days included a morn-
ing presentation—with opportunity for discussion—on the
recommendations and supporting material in the report by
task force co-chair Anne Brown and Bishop Ely.

Three afternoon workshops covered resources for work-
ing with congregations, resources (including liturgies) for
working with couples, and a discussion of the theology
section of the report. Stan Baker, chair of the Resources
Committee of the task force, organized the training days
and led the session on working with congregations.

Task Force recommendations

The task force’s recommendations, which have been ac-
cepted by Bishop Ely, fall in three areas: policy, resources
and evaluation. Beginning July 1, 2004, the Diocese of
Vermont will have a uniform policy governing Holy Mat-
rimony (the solemnization of a civil marriage) and Holy
Union (the blessing of a civil union). The policy outlines
requirements couples and clergy must meet in order for
either service to take place in the church. The terms Holy
Matrimony and Holy Union are intended to emphasize
the covenantal aspect of sacred trust and commitment
witnessed through the liturgy of the church.

Episcopalians are a people of “common prayer,” and the
task force offers liturgies for trial use that will bring the
celebration of Holy Union into the life of common prayer
in the Diocese of Vermont. In addition, the task force will
provide resources to assist congregations in continuing
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conversations about issues of human sexuality and inti-
macy, and it will provide resources for clergy and couples
preparing for both Holy Matrimony and Holy Union.

To address the task force’s recommendation that a
process be put in place to evaluate the revised policy, the
liturgical and other resources and the experience of con-
gregations, couples and clergy, Bishop Ely has asked the
Diocesan Council to establish a committee that will report
to the Diocesan Conventions of 2004, 2005, and 2006. The
task force and the bishop hope to offer the fruits of this
experience to the wider church.

In addition to the recommendations, the full report
includes an introductory letter from Bishop Ely; a back-
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David Gram (left) of the Associated Press interviews Bishop Tom Ely and Stan Baker about the report from the Task Force
on the Blessing of Persons Living in Same-Gender Relationships.

ground section that outlines the history of General Con-
vention actions and discusses the current situation in the
Anglican Communion and the Vermont context; a section
on “Theological Considerations” that addresses Anglican
theology and interpretation of scripture and their applica-
tion to the question of blessing same-gender unions [A
portion of this section is printed on page K in this issue of
the Mountain Echo]; and a section on resources.

The full report may be obtained by contacting the dioc-
esan office (see Page B for contact information), or it may
be downloaded in PDF format from the diocesan website,
www.dioceseofvermont.org. Several resources are also
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Bishops visit Palestine and Israel
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Bishop Tom Ely and a fellow pilgrim talk with their Israeli guide on the Palestinian side of
the Israeli “security barrier.” Graffiti behind Bishop Ely says, “Paid for by the U.S.A.”

Barry R. Howe photo

by Maureen Shea

[ENS] “No one is a child here.” That was
the poignant remark of a teenager in the Re-
member the Innocents Club in Bethlehem
to a delegation of Episcopal bishops and
spouses visiting Palestine and Israel May
6-14, 2004.

Vermont Bishop Tom Ely and five other
bishops participated in the pilgrimage led
by Bishop Thomas Shaw of Massachusetts
to Jerusalem and the West Bank. Their goal
was to learn more about the effects of the
ongoing turmoil on children and young
people in the Middle East and the response
from the Episcopal and ecumenical com-
munity.

The Rt. Rev. Riah Abu Al-Assal, Bishop
in Jerusalem, greeted the group upon their
arrival. The diocese has thirty-one parishes
and supports thirty-four institutions, which
include hospitals, clinics, kindergartens,
schools, and vocational training programs,
as well as institutions for the deaf, the dis-
abled and the elderly.

L Group focuses on plight of children and youth

During the stay, the bishops met with
a variety of people, including local clergy,
school officials, non-profit leaders, students,
and Palestinian and Israeli human rights ad-
vocates. The group was inspired by signs
of hope in the work that is ongoing in a
context of hardship and challenge posed by
continued violent conflict.
Education

Despite interruptions because of the
intifadas, over 60 Christian schools in Pal-
estine continue to educate Muslims and the
dwindling number of Christians. Access to
schools has become an increasing problem
as the Israelis build a “security barrier” in
the West Bank. For some students, the bar-
rier means long waits at checkpoints, and
for girls in particular, it can mean an end
to education, as their fathers may not want
them to go alone but often cannot escort
them.

Checkpoints at the barrier are not always
near the schools and workplaces, and the

Continued on Page G



The Holy Land’s people of hope need our solidarity
by the Right Reverend Thomas Clark Ely, Bishop of Vermont

As we approached the checkpoint
for our entrance into Bethlehem on the
first full day of my recent pilgrimage to
Israel/Palestine, I could feel the tightness
growing in my stomach. I knew every-
thing would be fine, and yet the thought
of a young Israeli soldier with an auto-
matic weapon boarding our bus to check
our passports made me nervous and sad
and angry all at the same time. Unlike
those who live in Bethlehem, our passage
through the checkpoint was relatively
easy, but it gave me an initiation to an ex-
perience that I would hear described over
and over again by the Palestinian people
as intimidating, degrading, dehumanizing,
frustrating and demoralizing. And, try as I
might to understand the need for security
and the right to self defense on the part
of the Israeli government, I could not
bring myself to accept that this was the
best or only way to deal with the conflict,
the fear, the anger, the suspicion, and the
separation between people, all of whom
have a connection and “claim” on the
land.

This first trip to the Holy Land was a
moving, troubling, educational and deeply
spiritual experience for me. I was ever
mindful of—and very grateful for—all
the prayers that were being offered for our
well-being. Vermonter Henry Carse,
who teaches at Saint George’s Col-
lege, explained one of the interpre-
tations of the Jerusalem Cross:
the large cross represents the ot
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Holy sites, and the four small

ences that I am still sorting out. Our

day in Bethlehem included visits to the
Azza Refugee Camp, the Church of the
Holy Nativity, the Lutheran “Christmas”
Church, and the Holy Land Trust, where
we met with Christian and Muslim teen-
agers who are part of a program called
“Remember the Inno-
cents.” The program
assists young people to
hope and work for peace
through the practice of
non-violence. I was par-
ticularly moved by the

“This first trip to
the Holy Land
was a moving,

coexistence and cooperation is stunning,
especially following an incident in which
an Israeli mother and her two children
were murdered in an attack by a Palestin-
ian “terrorist.”

¢ A conversation with women who are
part of the Jerusalem Link, an Israeli/
Palestinian women’s
peace cooperative. The
next day they participat-
ed in a peace demonstra-
tion at the construction
site for a portion of the
“security wall.”
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Some of the hlghhghts s of the violence and were
from our other days in- for me. now united in their ef-
cluded:

e A visit to Jacob’s
Well in Nablus, where we had the oppor-
tunity to greet the Patriarch of the Greek
Orthodox Church and later met with the
Governor of Nablus. The governor spoke
about the effects of the Israeli “occupa-

tion” on the lives of Palestinians.
i o A quick overnight in Nazareth,

where we met with several Anglican
L clergy and heard about their
- y ministries and the challenges
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Taltrze they face. It was during this

Lo e part of the journey, especially
crosses represent the pilgrim’s wche T along the Jordan Valley Road,
community as they support and that I found myself thinking
pray for the pilgrim and the pilgrim- —_—

age. That sense of community prayer
and support was very strong for me, and
I thank you for it.

Six more days of pilgrimage followed
that first day in Bethlehem, and each
was filled with rich and varied experi-

about the journeys of Jesus and the
disciples.
e A visit to the Metzer Kibbutz, an
intentional secular Jewish community
“co-existing” with their Arab Muslim
neighbors. The witness of these com-
munities and their efforts at peaceful
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forts to work for peace.
e A pilgrimage to the
Old City of Jerusalem, including prayers
at the Western Wall and in the Church of
the Resurrection.

o A visit to two Anglican-run schools
in Ramallah, where we met some wonder-
ful young people, some of whom will be
in Maine this summer as part of the Seeds
for Peace camp.

o A bus tour of the “Jerusalem Enve-
lope” (the portion of the security barrier
encircling Jerusalem), led by an Israeli
Jew who talked openly about his support
of the barrier for security reasons, but also
of his opposition to the confiscation of
additional Palestinian territory beyond the
1967 border known as the “Green Line.”

¢ A visit and conversation with people
involved with Sabeel, a religious grass
roots peace organization, heading by the
Reverend Naim Ateek, an Anglican priest.

There were many more encounters,
many more experiences and powerful sto-

!

Bishop Ely visits with Palestinian children.
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ries to recount from each day of our trip.
The violence, the shrinking prospects for
peace, the plight of people caught up in
conflict, and the constant worry about the
future of this land and its people is a trou-
bling thing for me. The Christian popula-
tion, presence and voice are diminishing
in the Holy Land. The ministry of the
Anglican Church in schools and hospitals
is a vital mission that is under serious
threat as a result of work visa restrictions.
I know I need to learn and understand
more. I need to find ways to share what I
experienced and listen to voices from both
sides. I plan to go back.

Everywhere we went, we encountered
people of hope who asked for our prayers,
our presence and our solidarity in the
struggle for peace. I have taken their plea
seriously, and I invite you to do the same.
Learn all you can. Listen to all sides.
Challenge assumptions. Urge the active
reengagement of the United States in the
Road Map for Peace. Visit if you can.
Pray and work and give for peace.

Shalom,

%
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Editor’s note: Thanks to Sharon Bartram
of St. Mary’s, Northfield, for the loan of
the Jerusalem cross pictured here. She got
it in Jerusalem when visiting her son, who
was working on a Ph.D. project there.
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Ask Sr. Bible Person

Do you have questions about the Bible?
If so, ask Sr. Bible Person and get the answers!

Dear Sr. Bible Person: Thank you so
much for recommending Adam Nicol-
son’s book about the making of the King
James Bible. I am about halfway through
God’s Secretaries and am finding it a
great way to begin my summer reading.
Are there any other items I should be on
the lookout for in this book? (By the way,
your comments about the Pilgrims’ pos-
sible objections to golf will not deter me
from playing this summer!)

Summer Reader (and Golfer)

Dear Summer Reader: I'm glad you
are enjoying the book and I certainly
would not want to discourage you from
playing golf. As the saying goes, “Some
of my best friends are golfers.”

One item I would alert you to is anoth-
er incident involving the Pilgrim Fathers.
One of the many ironies that Adam Nicol-
son elucidates in his book is the fact that
the Pilgrims did not like the King James
Bible. After several generations in this
country, the descendants of the Pilgrims
eventually became enamored with the
King James Bible, and many Protestants
today still consider it to be the “holy-of-
holies” in terms of Bible translations. But,
as Nicolson points out, the Pilgrim Fa-
thers were adamantly opposed to the King
James Version. It was way too royalist for
their taste. They preferred the Calvinist
translation done in Geneva, Switzerland
and known as the “Geneva Bible.” That’s
the Bible the Pilgrims brought with them
on the Mayflower. Their anti-royalist
hearts were especially warmed by the fact
that the Geneva Bible translated “king” as
“tyrant.” Nice touch, they thought.

On this topic of royal authority, Adam
Nicolson does a good job of describing
King James as the monarch who strongly

objected to the biblical story of the He-
brew midwives’ refusal to comply with
Pharaoh’s order to kill all male Hebrew
babies. King James saw the midwives’
refusal to obey the king as an act that
encourages sedition—and James wanted
none of that!

You might want to refresh your mem-
ory about the story that upset King James
so much. Read Exodus 1:8-19 and you’ll
see why the midwives’ behavior made
James angry. When I get to the part about
Shiphrah and Puah, two of the midwives,
telling a “white lie” about why they can’t
kill the Hebrew babies, I think I can hear
some of their sister midwives exclaim-
ing, “You go, girl!” It’s not surprising
that James would see the midwives as
being dangerous people. He thought kings
should be obeyed unquestioningly—even
if it means killing infants.

Of course, the Pilgrim Fathers loved
the story about the midwives. It was
right up their alley. Anyone who “cocks
a snook” at a king is o.k. in their book.
(Note: “cock a snook,” which sometimes
appears as “cock a snoot”—literally, “to
thumb the nose or snout at someone”—is
the gesture of putting a thumb to one’s
nose and spreading the five fingers, in
order to insult one’s opponent; it is also
known as a “five finger salute.”) I can
easily imagine the Mayflower leaving
English waters with some of the Pilgrim
Fathers standing proudly in the stern of
the ship, joyfully “cocking a snook™ in
the general direction of King James. Then
they probably turned to one another and
said, “Thou goest, old boy!”

Send questions to Sr. Bible Person in
care of the editor [address on Page B].

Echo wins awards

The Mountain Echo won two awards in the
Episcopal Communicators” annual Polly Bond
awards program in the “publications below
12,000 circulation” division. The awards were
presented at the group’s annual conference in
early June.

The Ask Sr. Bible Person April 2003 column
on the Cecil B. DeMille film, “The Ten Com-
mandments,” received an Award of Merit in the
humor category, and the photograph of Bishop
Barbara Harris from the cover of the December
2003 issue received an honorable mention in
the single photo category.
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Remembering Mac McClure

by Scott Perry

My fondest memory of J. Warren Mc-
Clure—who died in April of this year—
was of him in his baby blue Mercedes
convertible, picking me up at the gateway
to Ocean Reef on Key Largo. Mac was a
man who loved his toys, and he loved that
car. He took great delight in greeting me
with “Chicago, Chicago,” one of the 76
tunes his horn would play.

Another of his toys was a wood chip-
per that he had at his Cedar Beach home.
Mac made his own mulch. And that pretty
much sums up the man. Sure, he made his
own millions, but one image that sticks
with Lynn and me is of James Warren
McClure cheerfully feeding twigs and
ground clutter into his chipper one day
when we came for a visit. Sometimes
Mac was frugal.

‘Where it counted, he and Lois were not
frugal. They were both strong believers in
the “giving with warm hands” philosophy
of philanthropy. Don’t wait until you’re
dead. Give while you can still see the
good you are accomplishing.

Burlington benefited. Universities and
colleges benefited. Libraries and hospitals
and the Red Cross benefited. Children
benefited. And so did the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Vermont.

Mac came to the Episcopal Church
from a Methodist background. After he
married Lois, he was confirmed, and he
told this story on himself. When he was
confirmed at St. Paul’s Cathedral in the
1950s, he asked Father Don Woodward,
“How high is this church, anyway?” “Oh,
about 80 feet,” Father Don replied.

Mac and Lois attended St. Paul’s for
a while (Mac was on the vestry there),
but they looked to Trinity in Shelburne
as their home church. Whenever Trinity

Glimpses

by Charlotte Gibson

Last fall I read the legend of an old
wizard who stood on a cliff in a high wind
and tried to persuade his followers to do
the same. Finally they joined him one by
one, and when they were all lined up, he
pushed them. . .and they flew!

I loved the “and they flew” end of the
story (not the “pushed them” that preced-
ed it), but after thinking about it decided
that a push may sometimes be neces-
sary for flight. I thought of the events of
September 11—how everybody rallied to-
gether afterwards to help humanity; how
people (some in our own parish) have
since tried their wings in new ministries.

If what we need now is the cour-
age for sustained flight, we can look to
Carole Wageman’s powerful sermon.

She described a man’s conversation with
a trapeze “flyer” in the circus, the flyer

was offering an 8
o’clock service,
that’s where they
were. Dick Al-
drich of Trinity
remembers Mac
affectionately.
“They were
weather predic-
tors,” he says of
Mac and Lois.
“In the spring,
when they came
back from Ocean
Reef, we knew it was time for spring
clean-up at the church. They were there,
side by side with the rest of us.”

Mac and Lois helped in the polishing
of the brass for the church. When the time
came to clean the basement, Mac was
there. Dick recalls, “A 6’4” man in a base-
ment with a ceiling of 5°8”—well, Mac
banged his head on these beams pretty
regularly.” At the Saturday morning Bible
class with the rector, or later as facilitated
by Ken Horseman, Mac and Lois were
there. They took their turns cooking and
serving breakfast right along with the rest
of the members of the Bible class.

They didn’t expect any special treat-
ment. “Mac was someone who didn’t just
talk the talk, he walked the walk,” Elaine
Horseman remembers. “He was very
humorous, and very outspoken about his
faith.”

Just regular members—except when
needs became apparent, the two were
in the forefront of those addressing the
needs. Mac delighted in offering matching
grants for renovating ceilings, replacing
plaster, fixing a roof. And in 1998-1999
they provided the primary impetus for the

Continued on Page E

insisting that he does nothing to save
himself in mid-air—it’s his “catcher” who
does it all. Carole made the analogy that
the sure promise of God’ s waiting hands
is what enables people to fly the highest
in life, and without fear.

In a book some of us have been
reading together for Lent, Marcus Borg
goes beyond these uplifting images of
flight. He describes a loving God who is
“not somewhere else” but within us and
around us at all times, possibly The God
We Never Knew. With this image of God
in mind, we don’t need to fly to Him. He
is already here. And by means of God’s
vision and grace, we can help restore His
Kingdom of Heaven on earth.

Alleluia.

Charlotte Gibson serves as spiritual growth

coordinator at Christ Church, Montpelier.
She occasionally writes on spirituality.

Letters to the Editor (300 words or fewer) and Opinion articles are
welcome and encouraged on any relevant topic. Did something in an article
inspire you, aggravate you, or move you in some way? Share your reac-
tions with other readers. Letters must have a name and phone number or
email address so I can check details, if necessary. Anonymous letters will
not be printed, but names may be withheld upon request. Submissions may

be edited for reasons of space.

Anne Clarke Brown, Editor, Mountain Echo
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Committee seeks nominees for
Diocesan Convention elections

by Mary Lou Ashton

Elections will be held at Diocesan Con-
vention in November for a variety of posi-
tions on diocesan committees and boards.
We are publishing this information early
in the hope of receiving more nominations
and suggestions for the bishop’s appointed
positions [see position listings below].

Please prayerfully consider nominating
candidates for these positions if you are a
canonically resident clergy or a communi-
cant in good standing—those “who for the
previous year have been faithful in corpo-
rate worship...and...in working, praying
and giving for the spread of the Kingdom
of God” (Title 1, Canon 17.4). Also consider
nominating yourself for a position that you
may be qualified to fill.

Nomination forms are available at the Di-
ocesan Center (863-3431 or 800-286-3437),
and they have been sent to all delegates to
convention, all parishes (senior wardens)
and diocesan committee chairs. The form
may also be downloaded from the dioc-
esan website, www.dioceseofvermont.org.
Click on “Diocesan Convention 2004 on
the home page for the link.

Mail completed forms no later than
September 9, to insure your nominee will
appear in the Mountain Echo Convention
Supplement, to Nominating Committee
chair, Mary Lou Ashton, 1473 W. Lakeshore
Drive, Colchester, VT 05446. Questions,
call Mary Lou at 802-865-9912, or e-mail
her at mlavt@aol.com. 3

Positions to be filled by election at the

The positions below are those for which
the Nominating Committee is seeking
nominees for election:

Brookhaven Trustees

Three members to be elected for three-
year terms

The Board has full jurisdiction and
authority over the management and opera-
tion of the Brookhaven Home and School,
including the program, discipline and regu-
lation, and the engagement or dismissal of
faculty and staff. The Board meets the
third Wednesday of the month at 3:30 PM.
Contact Person: The Rev. Diana Collins,
President, dianacollins @valley.net.

Diocesan Council

Four at-large members to be elected for
two-year terms and two youth representa-
tives to be elected for one year terms

The Bishop and the Council exercise the
executive powers of the Diocese between
conventions and are responsible for the
promotion of the mission of the church.
The Council, in consultation with the
Treasurer of the Diocese, prepares a com-
prehensive budget each year for submission
to the annual Convention. Of the 26 elected
members, 16 are elected by deaneries, 8 are
at-large members and 2 are youth members.
The Council meets five Saturdays per year
at various locations from 10 AM.—2 PM.
Contact person: Lynn Bates, Canon to the
Ordinary (863-3431 or 800-286-3437).

Note: Each deanery should elect a lay or
clergy representative to council by August
1, and send the name to the Secretary of
Convention.

Ecclesiastical Court
One cleric to be elected to fill an unex-
pired term to 2005
The five-member court is responsible for
conducting trials of cases relating to ecclesi-
astical discipline of clergy under Title IV of
the canons of the national church. At least
one member “shall be learned in the law.”
There are no regularly scheduled meetings.
Contact person: Lynn Bates, Canon to the
Ordinary (863-3431 or 800-286-3437).
General Convention
Four clergy deputies and four lay depu-
ties to be elected
The 2006 General Convention is sched-
uled for June 13-21, in Columbus, Ohio.
Deputies are chosen at the diocesan conven-

opening date of the General Convention,
and they serve until their successors are
elected. Clerical Deputies must be priests
or deacons canonically resident in Vermont.
Lay Deputies must be communicants in
good standing of a congregation in the
diocese. Alternate Deputies will be elected
at the 2005 Diocesan Convention.

Oversight and Audit Committee

Two members (1 cleric, 1 lay person) to
be elected to three-year terms

The committee of three clergy and three
lay persons is responsible for implementing
and enforcing the audit, financial reporting,
funds management and other requirements
of diocesan and national canons relating to
diocesan and parish financial management.
They provide resources and consulting to
parishes and diocesan organizations and are
responsible for an annual audit of accounts
of the Diocese and Trustees. The committee
meets several times a year. Contact person:
Jim Harder, Chair (802-775-4368).

Provincial Synod

Two deputies (1 cleric and 1 lay) and
two alternates (1 cleric and 1 lay) to be
elected

Provincial Synod is the oversight group
for programs sponsored by the New Eng-
land dioceses and also serves as a link be-
tween the Province and Executive Council
and other national-church groups and
activities. Synod consists of the Bishops
of the Province plus one clergy and one
lay person from each diocese. It generally
meets once a year (the morning of Provin-
cial Convocation—always the Friday before
Thanksgiving) except in the year of General
Convention, when a second meeting is held
prior to the Provincial Pre-General- Con-
vention gathering).

Rock Point Board

Three members to be elected to three-
year terms and one to fill an unexpired term
to 2005; one member to be appointed by the
Bishop to a three-year term

The Board is responsible for administra-
tion and maintenance of the buildings and
grounds of Rock Point. The duties include
planning for the use, maintenance, man-
agement and security of the property and
purchasing and contracting for all goods
and services. The Board normally meets
every third Wednesday of the month in
Burlington. Contact person: Stephen Rey-

Alcoholism and drug dependency
committee offers resources

In response to a resolution approved
by the 2003 Diocesan Convention, a new
diocesan committee has been formed to
address the issues of alcohol and drug de-
pendency among clergy, church staff and
laypersons.

The committee initially met under the
chairmanship of the Rev. Hugh Tudor-
Foley, but with his call out of Vermont, Joe
and Penny Hauser have agreed to serve as
co-chairs. Joe was director of a substance
abuse treatment program in Virginia prior to
his retirement to Vermont, and Penny was a
psychiatric nurse with extensive experience
working with clients with dual diagnosis
and women with substance abuse issues.

The primary focus of the committee is

2004 Convention

Rock Point School Trustees

Four members to be elected to three-
year terms

The Board of Trustees has full jurisdic-
tion and authority over the management and
operations of Rock Point School, including
the curriculum, discipline, regulation and
the engagement or dismissal of the fac-
ulty and staff. The Board meets quarterly
(August, November, February, May), in
Burlington. Contact person: John Rouleau,
Headmaster (802-863-1104).

Standing Committee

Two members (1 cleric and I lay person)
to be elected to terms of four years

The Standing Committee—four clergy
and four lay persons—is an advisory com-
mittee to the bishop and acts in the absence
of the bishop as the ecclesiastical authority
of the diocese. The committee must consent
to ordinations and to episcopal elections in
other dioceses. The committee meets the
third Tuesday of each month in Randolph,
2:00—4:00 PM. Contact person: The Rev.
John Morris, President (802-333-9725).

Trustees of the Diocese

One member to a term of seven years

The Board of Trustees is responsible for
receiving, holding and properly disposing of
all assets, real and personal, of the Diocese.
In other words, the Board is owner of all
diocesan property and is responsible for
management of diocesan investments. The
Board meets quarterly (January, April, July,
October) in Burlington. Contact person:
John Larson, President (802-234-5577).+%

to offer education and support to congre-
gations, using a number of approaches.
Workshops/conversations regarding pre-
vention, treatment and recovery can be re-
quested by pastoral care committees, clergy
or interested parishioners. Consultation
regarding specific questions or concerns
can be addressed to the co-chairs at the
phone and email listed below. Committee
members are available as information and
resource support also. Names and addresses
will be listed in a future article.
Educational items, along with scripture-
based meditations focusing on recovery, will
be published periodically in the Mountain
Echo. Additional recovery scripture-based
meditations are available for congregation
newsletters upon request. Contact Joe/
Penny Hauser, pnnyhsr@earthlink.net, or
802-773-6404. 3

Trustees announce
distributions from
the Unit Funds

The Chittenden Bank reported on May 4
to the Investment Committee of the Trustees
of the Diocese of Vermont on the perfor-
mance of the diocesan Unit Stock and Bond
Funds for the first quarter of 2004. The in-
vestment performance had been generally
bringing up the unit values of both funds.
As it did so, it increased the distributions,
which are set at 5% per year of a moving
average of unit values. High unit valuations
in the Unit Stock Fund during 2001 are be-
ing replaced by lower current valuations.
The effect will be a gradual reduction in
distributions from this fund over the next
year or two.

The total return for the year ending in
March, 2003 for the Unit Stock Fund was
37.64%, and 4.63% for the Unit Bond
Fund.

The March 31, 2004 distribution from
the Unit Stock Fund was $ 0.09849 per unit,
compared to the $ 0.11925 distribution for
the same period in 2003. The March 31,
2004 distribution from the Unit Bond Fund
was $ 0.10995 per unit, compared to the $
0.10623 distribution for the same period in
2003. The trustees announced that second
quarter distributions will be $ 0.09730 from
the Unit Stock Fund and $ 0.11039 from the
Unit Bond Fund. Ly

Appointments to be made by the Bishop

If you are interested in one of the minis-
tries below, or know someone who is, please
contact the Bishop’s office (800-286-3437
or 802-863-3431).

Canons Committee

The Chancellor of the Diocese (ex of-
ficio) and at least five other persons for
one-year terms.

Commission on Ministry Discernment
Committee

Four members (3 clerics, 1 lay person)

for three-year terms.
Credentials Committee
The Secretary of Convention and at least

Dispatch of Business
The Secretary and Assistant Secretary
of Convention, a member of the Credentials
Committee and at least three other persons
for one-year terms.
Nominating Committee
Eight members for one-year terms.
Resolutions Committee
Six members to be appointed by the
Bishop to one-year terms.
Rock Point Summer Conferences
Committee
Four members for three year terms; one
member to fill an unexpired term to 2005.

- ¢ two other persons for one-year terms. K3
tion not later than 12 months preceding the  nes, President (802-229-1900). ’
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Discern your parish’s hidden spirit

by Celia A. Hahn

‘When the woman next to me in the pew
rose and exclaimed, “I don’t want just to
believe in God I want to know God!” she
spoke for many people today. Four out of
five Episcopalians in one survey said what
they most needed from their church was
food for their spiritual hunger. It’s increas-
ingly clear: today more people bring with
them that longing for what is ultimately
trustworthy as they venture through your
church door.

What isn’t so clear to church leaders
is how we can do that spiritual work. The
Mary/Martha split between spiritual search-
ing and congregational daily life has existed
for centuries (see Luke 10:38-42). But un-
less “Martha” churches can make room in
their busyness to rediscover their spiritual
center, they will keep losing energy and
relevance.

So, realizing that yes, the congregation
needs to be a good place to do spiritual
work, but no, it often isn’t, I felt impelled
to find some ways around the “no.” I val-
ued the Alban Institute’s practical tools for
congregations, but felt more than “tools”
are needed to find this path. And I appreci-
ated the Shalem Institute’s path to a deeper
spiritual life, but felt it didn’t “touch the
ground” of ordinary church life.

I began the Congregational Spirituality
research to discern how spirituality and con-
gregational life might be rejoined. In the
research, we knew we must take seriously
God-at-work in the life of the congregation.
We understood “spiritual” to mean anything
that speaks about our yearning for or sense
of connection with God within the common
life of a congregation.

Among the five varied Episcopal church-
es I worked with to learn more about the
spirituality of congregations was the Church
of the Ascension in Silver Spring, MD. Re-
flecting the racial variety blooming in this
suburb-becoming-city, Ascension has seen
tough times. When committees long headed
by the same people needed new leaders,
suddenly the increasing variety of parishio-

ners emerged in leadership positions across
the parish! Several retired leaders left. But
interviewees said they experienced this
diversity as “a sign of a healthy church.”

It’s “exciting” and “adds to life’s beauty,”
believes Annie, an African-American inter-
viewee at Ascension. Annie sees diversity as
an important calling for Ascension—*a very
inclusive church, respectful of differences
as we try to be the one community. With the
changes in the demographics of American
society, where people are going to have to
accept leadership from all kinds of folks,
Ascension is a good example of how this
can work.”

Our research shows that, indeed, congre-
gations as well as individuals can uncover
their hidden spirit. Here are a few practical
suggestions based on the results of our re-
search at Alban Institute’s Congregational
Spirituality Project:

* Ponder the meaning of your church’s
history (including hard times) for hints
about where God is leading you, where
your story meets the Story, and how to
listen through your liturgy.

* Uncover your church’s lay spiritual
leaders and let them conduct in-depth in-
terviews of members.

* Reflect prayerfully on your congrega-
tion’s spirit.

* Discern your congregation’s unique
gifts, possibly by describing the “angel” of
your church (Revelation 2-3).

* Consider which ministries are rooted in
your church’s being? How do you nurture
people to be where they need to be in the
midst of the world?

The book narrating the our research, Un-
covering Your Church’s Hidden Spirit, can
provide helpful guidance as you discover
how to carry out those discernment tasks.
The book, published by Alban Institute,
can be ordered by calling 800-486-1318
ext 244.

Celia Allison Hahn is The Alban Institute’s
former editor-in-chief, as well as the director
of Alban’s Congregational Spirituality Project.

Vermonters train as via media leaders

by Lee Alison Crawford

“Were you the kid who got into trouble
in Sunday School for asking too many ques-
tions? Come join the rest of us.” Such is the
invitation from Every Voice Network, the
creators of a new education and evangelism
series. Via media, the middle way—but also
so-called because it comes to us “via media”
in the form of DVDs—is an eight-part series
that touches on the essential questions of
our faith as Episcopalians, questions about
God and creation, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the
Bible, sin, Christian hope, and an Anglican
way of being Christian.

Fifty-three people, from churches as
far-flung as Buffalo, Montreal, Valdosta,
Georgia, and the various New England
states, attended a one-day training session
on leading the via media program at the
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge on
June 14. Almost a quarter of the participants
were Vermonters—from Arlington, Ben-
nington, Killington, Northfield, Randolph,
Stowe and White River Junction.

Five people from St. John’s, Randolph,
including Rector Tim Eberhardt, got up at
5:00 A.M. to make the three-hour drive, but
they were so enthusiastic about the program

that their early morning wake-up did not
bother them. Noting that in their town of
5,000, there are eight churches, St. John’s
parishioners want to let people know what
being an Episcopalian means to them.

Via media is based on the premise of
radical hospitality, which invites all people,
with their questions and doubts, to come
ask questions and be fed. The two-hour
format includes a simple supper, followed
by watching a 20-minute video that consists
of five people talking about one of the big
faith topics, exemplifying what it means to
“do theology through conversation.” Small
groups, ideally about eight people, then
have 40 minutes to talk about what they
have seen, answering guided questions, if
they so desire. The evening closes with a
short liturgy.

The Mountain Echo will publish dates
and times that participating Vermont con-
gregations will offer via media programs.
For more information, visit the Every Voice
Network website, www.EveryVoice.net/
viamedia, or speak with the Rev. Tim Eb-
erhardt at St. John’s, 802-728-9910.

The Rev. Lee Alison Crawford is rector of
St. Mary’s, Northfield.

Council adopts stewardship statement
Hears presentation by Prevent Child Abuse Vermont

by Anne Clarke Brown

Members of Diocesan Council, meeting
at All Saints’, South Burlington, June 12,
unanimously adopted a revised version of
the stewardship statement created at their
April retreat. The statement [see box on this
page] represents the Council’s commitment
to stewardship, and members hope it will be
considered for adoption by the congrega-
tions of the Diocese.

Bishop Ely gave Council members the
completed report of the Task Force on the
Blessing of Persons living in Same-Gender
Relationships. Council, which had received
reports on earlier drafts of the Task Force’s
recommendations, agreed to Bishop Ely’s
request that they take on responsibility for
creating a group to carry out the recommen-
dation that use of the new policy and trial
liturgies be evaluated on an annual basis.
The Council will report the group’s findings
to Diocesan Convention each of the next
three years.

The Council welcomed two new mem-
bers appointed to fill unexpired terms:
Don Scott from the Cathedral Church of
St. Paul, Burlington, and Dorothy Wooten, a
Northwest Deanery representative from St.
Luke’s, Alburg. They also thanked Hilary
Cooke for her service as recording secretary.
She will be married in August and is moving
to Ithaca, NY. She will, however, continue to
teach in the Diocesan Study Program, and,
as a Candidate for Holy Orders, she will
take the General Ordination Examination
in January.

Preventing child abuse
Before beginning regular business, the

Council heard a presentation from Linda
Johnson, Executive Director of Prevent
Child Abuse Vermont (PCAVT) on the work
of her organization. While children today
live in a culture pervaded by violence—in
the media, in their schools and sometimes
in their homes—Johnson noted some sig-
nificant improvements in recent years. “We
have shifted the ground in the way people
think about children and what is okay to do
with children. Most people think now there
are better ways than hitting to discipline a
child.”

Though Vermont now has dramatically
fewer reports of child abuse than the nation-
al average, there are still too many children
who suffer from physical or psychological
abuse, and reports of sexual abuse have in-
creased. Johnson stressed the importance of
reporting actual or suspected incidents of
abuse to the State Department of Social and
Rehabilitative Services. Clergy and many
others involved in church activities are man-
dated by state law to make such reports.
“Reporting laws,” she said, “have done
more to prevent child abuse and neglect
than anything else we’ve ever done.” And
she noted that, “I can count on one hand the
times any of those who work with me have
experienced the big explosive brush-off
we all fear [from making a report]. Mostly
people when confronted admit that they
need help.”

Johnson gave Council members copies
of the Vermont Parents’ Home Companion
and Resource Directory. This helpful re-
source can be downloaded from the PCAVT
website, www.pcavt.org. 3

Diocesan Council Stewardship Statement

We believe that we are called to live in loving and intentional relationship

with God and all creation,

and that, as God provides abundantly for us, God expects us to respond

with generosity; therefore

We commit to the Episcopal Church’s teaching that the tithe is the minimum

standard of giving;

and to an increase in our proportioned giving until we can attain that

standard;

and to a course of prayer, study, and action regarding stewardship,
including sharing our stewardship stories with others; and

We invite all people of the Diocese of Vermont to join us in this
commitment to increased giving, open discussion, and ongoing
transformation through worship, study, and prayer.

Remembering Mac McClure

McClure Center at Trinity, a fellowship
and meeting place, with classrooms too.
Bishop Mary Adelia McLeod called
on Mac and Lois to present a challenge
to them that was exactly up their alley.
She described the plight of smaller rural
churches in the diocese and suggested the
possibility of their funding an endow-
ment that would permit these parishes to
sponsor special membership-building and
educational presentations and programs.
The result was the J. Warren and Lois
McClure Discipleship/Discovery 2000
Funds. Though that fund has several
initiatives embedded within it, the one
that appealed to Mac the most, Lois says,
is the one about reaching out to smaller

Adopted June 12, 2004

Continued from Page C

parishes in the hinterlands of Vermont.
Mac put his money where his heart
was. At his funeral, his son Joel quoted
him: “Life is not a dress rehearsal. You
only go around once, so you might as well
do it right!” Anyone you talk to about
Mac would have quotes and memories
to share. These are my memories of a
man who believed in “Do it now!” as an
operating principle. This article is about
the person I knew, the one who would say,
“TNT—Today, Not Tomorrow” to move
others to action. He was a great one for
action, was J. Warren McClure, and he
expected it first from himself. Mac did it
right. Scott Perry is a member of
St. Mark’s, Newport.
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by Anne Clarke Brown

“Churches have too often failed to
continue Jesus’ mission and instead just
worship Jesus,” biblical scholar and author
‘Walter Wink told those gathered for his lec-
ture on “Jesus the Human” at the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul the evening of June 11.
‘Wink said he is exploring a hypothesis that
the identification of Jesus as “the son of
man”—he believes the Greek should be
translated “the human being”—can function
as “a catalyst for human transformation.”

Why this focus? Wink said, “We know
next to nothing about what it means to be a
human being. Our society seems to be los-
ing the battle against disrespect, terror, en-
vironmental degradation and want.” Wink’s
aim is to develop a Christology from below
that addresses questions such as, “Before he
was worshipped as God incarnate, how did
Jesus the human being struggle to incarnate
God? Before forgiveness became solely a
function of his cross, how did he understand
forgiveness?”

Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of God
(Ezekiel 1), in which God is revealed
in “something like a human form,” said
Wink, “seems to say that only God is fully
human. But as we are made in the image
of God, we are capable of becoming fully
human—but only with God’s help.” The
goal of life, Wink said, “is to become what
we truly are: human. We are not invited to
become God.”

Contending that, “We become what
our desire beholds,” Wink claimed that
God offers us in Jesus the gift of our own
humanity. And in turn, “Jesus calls us to
incarnate God.” But we can’t become hu-
man by ourselves, Wink said. “We need the
support of community” as we allow Jesus
to be a catalyst for our transformation.
Sunday sermon

After his Friday lecture, Wink, with his
wife, June Keener Wink, led a Saturday
retreat on the same theme at the Bishop
Booth Conference Center. He returned to
the Cathedral Sunday to preach a sermon
based on John’s vision of the new Jerusalem
in Revelation 21:1-7. In the face of apoca-
lypse, John sees a new Jerusalem in which
“the home of God is among mortals.”

John offers a vision of doom and a vision
of salvation. For Wink, such apocalyptic vi-
sions have the positive power of causing
humanity to face enormous disasters and
galvanizing us “to a superhuman effort

Walter Wink lectures at St.

ACB photo

to stop the possibility of an apocalypse.”
He maintains that the aim of apocalyptic
literature is not merely to predict doom but
to energize people to prevent the vision of
doom from becoming true.

“Apocalyptic is already seathing under-
ground, ready to explode catastrophically,”
Wink said. “At the core of our being there
exists a spirit that transcends despair, and
we can go the way of hope like John.” Signs
of hope not in the news include recent “suc-
cessful non-violent revolutions involving

.

3/5 of the people of the world.”  ++

Diocese hosts Executive Council

by Anne Clarke Brown

The thirty-eight member Executive
Council of the Episcopal Church and mem-
bers of the Church Center staff met June
11-14, at the Wyndham Hotel in Burling-
ton. The Council, chaired by the Presiding
Bishop, is responsible for overseeing the
mission and ministry of the Church and
for carrying out the programs and policies
adopted by the General Convention.

A statement issued at the conclusion of
the meeting noted that, “Particular atten-
tion was given to the funding process for
young adults and youth, plans for a new
Mission Funding effort,
much needed renovation
of the Church Center, and
human rights issues in
Sudan, Iraq and Haiti.”

Bishop Ely hosted the
group at Rock Point on
Saturday evening for soft-
ball and a barbeque supper.
They joined the Cathedral
congregation for worship
Sunday and then hosted
a brunch at the Wyndham
for approximately twenty
representatives of various
diocesan ministries. Bish-
op Ely’s slide-illustrated
report on the diocese and
its ministries concluded:

“We don’t always
agree about everything,
but there is a deep spirit

of respect for one another congregation.

and for this place we call home—Vermont.
‘We are neighbors to one another. We care
passionately about ‘our own’ and we don’t
mind spending the time to help out another
person—friend or stranger....

“We are people who strive for a just and
peaceful world....

“We are people who honor those who
have gone before us and worry about those
who will come after us. We don’t have bill-
boards on our highways and we don’t blow
our car horns very often. We welcome tour-
ists, stop for pedestrians crossing the street
and we take time to watch the sunsets.” *

o
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Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold greets the congregation
at St. Paul’s Cathedral Sunday, June 13. Bishop Griswold
presided and celebrated the Eucharist, and members of
the Executive Council and Church Center staff joined the

Building partnerships is aim of interfaith study week

by Libby Hillhouse

“Building Abrahamic Partnerships”
drew a group of thirty participants who are
involved with local interfaith projects to
Hartford Seminary June 6, for an intensive
week of study of the three faith traditions
that trace their heritage to the patriarch
Abraham. The group, who came from
Nigeria, the Virgin Islands, Turkey, Israel,
Palestine, Canada and the US, included
Muslim imams, Jewish rabbis, Episcopal
priests, an Evangelical Christian pastor and
various others, such as myself.

We began by exploring our pre-
conceptions about one another. With two
identical salt and pepper shakers and a
tall vessel for vinegar as props, each of
us tried to describe the two traditions we
thought were the most similar and which
seemed most different. It was not an easy
exercise, and our respective ignorance was
apparent.

We read aloud some of the most
violent and most easily manipulated and
misunderstood passages from each other’s
sacred texts. What did it mean to my new,
gentle Muslim friend to have to read to
me, “Take neither Jews nor Christians as
friends?” What was it like for the Jews to
hear the Passion story and hear how the
Christians tried to talk about the role of
Jews in the crucifixion? How did we, as
Christians, respond to the Muslim belief
that Christ was not, indeed, crucified, that
it was an illusion that got Jesus directly and
safely to Paradise?

A week of special gifts

Treceived several gifts during this week.
One was to understand such a thing as “holy
envy”’—to see the treasures other Abrahamic
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Libby Hillhouse bids farewell to friends at the close
of “Building Abrahamic Partnerships.”

traditions have that mine does not share.
Another was to learn that my name, Libby,
may be read in Hebrew as “my heart.” In
Arabic, it means “my mind’s heart.” How
do I live with this gift of name and heart?
It is an invitation to go more deeply into an
understanding of both Torah and Qur’an.

A third gift was the offering of Skippy
peanut butter and squishy white bread
sandwiches at 9:00 one night by a Muslim
imam. We had just returned, hungry, from
class. I heard then his story of conversion
at age 18 from the Anglican faith in
Trinidad—and began to hear his tentative
questions to me, as a Christian, about
homosexuality. In the course of the week,
I watched this man move from an absolute
position about gender issues to questioning
“what would I do if I found myself wanting
to spend all my time with another man?”
They were his questions, his topic, his
struggle with elements of his own faith. I
did not bring them up. My gift back to him
was to listen.

My husband wanted me to ask
about the 72 virgins in Paradise
promised to terrorist suicide
bombers. It was an important
underlying tension in the group,
this thing of terrorism, so I asked.
The answer, as revealed in our
day-long discussion about Islam,
is that Paradise is something
which eyes have never seen, words
cannot describe, the mind cannot
imagine. It is against the Qur’an
to ascribe attributes to Paradise,
as it is impossible, unlawful, to
describe Allah. Thus, there are
no virgins in Paradise and the
terrorists are “crazies who have
done nothing but distort Islam.” Coming
from the Turkish Muslim representatives,
gentle to a man, kind, aware, respectful,
totally capable of engaging directly with
women, quick to laugh, eager to share,
passionate and committed, this is totally
believable and important. Thus I received
the gift of trust and intimacy.

Towards the end of our eight days
together, we visited each other’s places of
worship. We women covered our heads and
went to the mosque to pray, separated from
the men by a room. I felt free, even invited,
to join the prayer line, to kneel and touch my
forehead to the floor, to follow the sequence,
to be a Christian in their midst. Similarly, I
went to an Orthodox Jewish service. Again,
I covered my hair and sat separated by a rail
from the men. And again, I was invited to
participate fully in the prayer movements,
to experience the kissing of the Torah, to
experience my rooted faith as a Christian

Continued on Page |
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Bishops visit Palestine and Israel

Continued from Page A

hours that the gates are open can be ir-
regular or non-existent. The separation of
Palestinians from markets and fields results
in economic dislocations for all, as well as
dietary and nutritional problems that can
have particularly harmful effects on chil-
dren.

Yet at the Arab Episcopal Evangelical
Home and School in Ramallah, which be-
gan with 22 students 50 years go, there are
now 560 students—Christian and Muslim—
gaining a quality education and enjoying a
recently dedicated new building. Just across
the street is the Episcopal Technological &
Vocational Training Center, where some of
the 300 students learning electronics and
mechanics proudly showed visitors their
drawing and mechanical projects. They
hope soon to include hotel and restaurant
training.

General Director Hanna Abu El-As-
sal heads Christ Church High School in
Nazareth, with its state-of-the-art science
and computer labs. In Bethlehem, 240 chil-
dren enjoy the Dar al-Kalima School at the
Ecumenical International Center, where art
and sports are an important part of helping
traumatized children. The Rev. Mitri Raheb,
the director, said, “We don’t want the young
to believe in a good life only after death.”

During their day in Bethlehem, the bish-
ops spent time at the Azza Refugee Camp
where, for some, three generations of fami-
lies have now grown up. With a population
of 2,000, it is one of the smallest camps, and
parents must send their children on walks
they feel are dangerous to schools in other
camps until 9th grade. As school vacations
near, parents face the challenge of keeping
young people positively occupied. Despite
the fact that some 40% of the camp is under
age 18, there is no soccer field and little for
teenagers to do.

Christian organizations in the region
continue creatively to find ways to engage
young people. In Nablus, Episcopal priest
Hosam Naoum gathers some 150 young
Christians every Friday for social time
together. A few of the young men met over
lunch with the bishops’ group. When asked
what they dream of doing, one responded,
“To visit Jerusalem.” Jerusalem is only a
short drive from Nablus, but an impossible
distance away for a young male Arab who
would not be permitted to pass a check-
point.

Isolation and fear

At the Remember the Innocents Program
of the Holy Land Trust, the bishops’ group
was treated to a lively exchange among

Barry R. Howe photo

Bishop Ely and the group met with teen participants in the Remember the Innocents
Program. They asked that US youth remember them in these hard times.

teenagers who shared stories of classmates
lost during the fighting as well as their own
dreams for the future—including being a
TV correspondent and a dress designer.
They asked young people in the US to
remember them in these hard times.
“There was much that was troubling in
our visit, but perhaps most troubling of all
was the lack of opportunity for young Pal-
estinians and Israelis to meet,” said Shaw.

Zion Church connects with Ugandan mission hospital

by Sue Bamford

In Southwestern Uganda, along the bor-
der with the Congo, lie the fabled Mountains
of the Moon, now known as the Rwenzoris.
Tucked into a valley at their feet, is the Ka-
gando Mission Hospital, with its surround-
ing community. Founded by the Anglican
Church, Kagando’s mission is to proclaim
the love of God by engaging in activities
to improve the physical and spiritual well-
being of the poor and disadvantaged, who
make up 90% of the people they serve.

Bishop Zebedee Mazareka, of the Dio-
cese of South Rwenzori, came to the U.S.
three years ago and visited and preached at
Zion Church, Manchester. He told of the
crucial work he was doing to help AIDs
orphans in the area. Six months later, the
Rev. Uzziah Kiriaghe, one of his priests and
a former director of the Kagando Hospital,
also visited and preached at Zion, telling
of the many trials and challenges in his
work.

Physician Joe Bamford and his wife,
Sue, parishioners of Zion, met with both
men and expressed interest in helping
Kagando. The Bamfords had worked in
Kenya as volunteers, and hoped to return
to East Africa. Thereafter, various terrorist
incidents and threats kept them at home, but
last fall, after many changes in plans, they
were finally able to go.

Their plan was to visit Kagando for a
week or so, talk to the staff, tour the hospital
and surrounding area, and see what they
might be able to do to help. During and after
their stay, they decided the most effective
way to work for the benefit of the hospital
and its community was to raise money for
them in the U.S. They have since set up
a non-profit foundation in order to attract
funds. A web-site at www.kagando.org is
available with information for all who are
interested.

Sue and Joe feel that the people of Ka-
gando district deserve help from us not only

The Rev. Uzziah Kiriaghe (second from left) of the Diocese of South Rwensori, Uganda,
with Joe Bamford, the Rev. John Mitchell and Sue Bamford of Zion Church.

because they are needy, but also because
they are willing to work hard themselves to
achieve their goals. Although under supervi-
sion of the diocese, they receive no financial
aid from the church.

They have established several commu-
nity programs that will improve their lives.
For example, a project to pipe pure water
from the mountains into the villages will,
with sufficient funding for completion,
effect a great reduction in the numbers of
people infected with worms and other para-
sites, cholera, and typhoid fever. The local
people must walk some distance to obtain
water, as they have none in their homes,
but then, frequently it is from a polluted
stream.

Other programs worthy of support in-
clude pediatric nutrition and community
farming. Many babies and young children
are brought to the hospital suffering from
malnutrition. While being treated, their
mothers now will be taught which crops to
grow, and how best to prepare them. They
will also learn about other important foods
to give their children a healthy diet, so that
they will not need to repeat hospital visits

for further treatment.

The people in the valley surrounding
the hospital have been routed from their
farms many times over the past years, due
to uprisings and invading armies. This has
resulted in the neglect and loss of their
crops, reduction of income, and infection
of the populace (especially with AIDs).
They are working very hard, since peace
came in 2002, to reestablish their homes,
farms and, hopefully, some cash crops.
Tobacco and cotton, formerly income-pro-
ducing, now are not profitable in the world
markets. At present, they are hoping to sell
vanilla and various fruits. An experimental
demonstration farm has been started at the
hospital to help in growing crops. There is
also an animal husbandry project. Funds are
needed to help these projects get going, with
the hope they will become self-sustaining.

The Bamfords would be happy to answer
any questions you may have, at 802-867-
5740, or by email at subam@sover.net.
They also are available to speak to inter-
ested groups. Donations to the Kagando
Foundation are most welcome: P.O. Box
723, Dorset, VT 05251. of

In the village of Beit Umar, the group met
with the Bereaved Parents Circle, an organi-
zation of Israelis and Palestinians who have
lost a first degree family member and work
together for mutual reconciliation among
themselves and in schools. “One father
shared with us this Arabic saying: ‘What
is away from your eye is away from your
heart,””” Shaw recalled, which captured the
isolation and fear that ensues when people
sharing a small land cannot meet with one
another.

Opportunities for young people to meet
eye-to-eye are also rare. Remember the In-
nocents teens can no longer travel to Israel
to meet other teens, and in Ramallah, a con-
flict resolution program for 10th graders no
longer exists.

Fighting division

The bishops learned a great deal at
Kibbutz Metzer, founded by Argentinean
Jews in 1953 and one place where Arabs
and Israelis do mix. The kibbutzim have
learned to farm the rocky land and have
taught the Arabs about modern agricultural
techniques; they now share a water source.
The kibbutz brought suit in an Israeli court
to prevent their Arab neighbors in another
village from being cut off from their olive
groves and land by the “security barrier.” A
decision on the suit came at the same time
as a tragedy within the kibbutz. Adults and
children from the neighboring Arab village
of Maisir were regular visitors, enabling an
Arab gunman to enter without notice and
murder five people in the kibbutz in 2000.
Despite their loss, the kibbutz continued its
suit on behalf of their neighbors in Qafin.
‘While unsuccessful in court, the commu-
nities continue to struggle together against
those who would divide them.

And there are others who work to heal
the divisions. During the bishops’ visit, re-
nowned conductor Daniel Barenboim gave
the $100,000 from a humanitarian award he
had just received to Israel and Ramallah for
music programs, and he conducted the first
performance of the Ramallah Youth Orches-
tra. “My way is music, and as a musician, I
fight against two things; against loud noise,
but also against silence,” Barenboim said.

Vowing to fight against silence, the bish-
ops have promised to meet with Members of
Congress to talk about the trip and encour-
age ot