To:
Delegates, Alternates and Attendees to the 179th Annual Convention of the Diocese of  

            Vermont

From:
Jim Larkin, Secretary of Convention

            Diocesanconvention@dioceseofvermont.org
Re:
First Call to Convention – Theme:  I Love to Tell the Story 
            Memo #1 – General Information

Date:
July 15, 2011
First Call to Convention – Place and Date:  This is the “first call” to all delegates, alternates and other members of the Diocesan family to the 179th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Vermont to be held at the Grand Summit Hotel at Mount Snow.  The dates are November 4th (Friday) and 5th (Saturday).  This first call memo contains general information to assist you in making your plans to attend convention.
E-mail Communications – Why are you receiving this e-mail?  Because we show you as a delegate or alternate to Diocesan Convention or a key member of the Diocese of Vermont.  If  we are incorrect and you wish to unsubscribe to these periodic e-mails, let us know and we will remove your name from our E-mail list. If you share this e-mail address with other household members, please check with them before unsubscribing.  This, and the Diocesan Convention e-mails to follow, contain important information concerning Convention 2011. 
The information contained in this memo can also be found on the Diocesan website:  dioceseofvermont.org so there’s probably no reason to copy.
Pre-Convention Programs – Ministry Fairs –  A series of three pre-convention Ministry Fairs are scheduled for 2011.  All are on Saturday from 9am until 4pm with convenient locations throughout the diocese. 
               October 1st  at The Cathedral Church of  St. Paul’s/Burlington
               October 8th  at St. John’s/Randolph
               October 22nd at St. Michael’s/Brattleboro
Mark your calendar now for the date and location which best suites you.
Morning – Ministry Fair workshops are scheduled from 9am until 11:45am.  You will be able to attend two of the four workshops being offered.  “I love to Tell the Story” is this year’s Convention theme  and The Convention Program Planning Committee is developing workshops in keeping with this theme.  The workshops being crafted now are:
       #1  Biblical Storytelling with The Rev. Joel Hill

       #2  Telling the Story Through Liturgy with Prof. Pat Malloy from General Seminary and

             The Rev. Stan Baker

        #3  Telling the Story with Children with Jenny Ogelby

        #4  Telling the Story Through Our Ministry of Money with The Rev. Angie Emerson

Descriptive information on each of the workshops will be sent to you in early August. 
At Noon – Eucharist – Bishop Ely will officiate. – Bring-your-own lunch follows.
In the afternoon –  The Business of Convention –  Bishop Ely will convene the afternoon  session which will include presentations and discussions which may include resolutions, canonical changes, diocesan budget and other convention business. Those standing for election to various Diocesan committees will be introduced during this session.  Delegates to Convention are expected to attend one of the afternoon business sessions of the Ministry Fairs         
Diocesan Convention – Overview:  This year’s Annual Diocesan Convention will be held at the Grand Summit Hotel at Mount Snow (PDF brochure attached) on (Friday) November 4th and (Saturday) November 5th.  Packages are available which include overnight accommodations and meals or various packages for commuters who will not be staying overnight at the hotel.  A detailed list of the packages is included with this e-mail.  Registration forms will be e-mailed soon and will also be found on the Diocesan website.
Our guest this year will be Bonnie Anderson, President of the House of Deputies, General Convention of the Episcopal Church. Bishop Ely says of Anderson, “Bonnie will help us think about how we tell God’s story through the lens of our own life and journey of faith.  She will also bring stories of the people of God engaged in God’s mission in daily life throughout The Episcopal Church, and help us think about and give expression to the ways we participate in God’s mission in our daily lives.”  

  More information about Bonnie Anderson can be found on her website:  episcopalchurch.org/phod.htm
On the Road to Convention – Additional information will be sent to you in the next few weeks.  Look for further information on:
                        Call for Resolutions –  week beginning July 18

                        Call for Nominations – week beginning July 18
                        Registration Form for Convention and Friday Evening Dinner – mid August
                        Narrative Budget – end of September
                        Pre-Convention Journal – end of September

                        List of Candidates for Diocesan offices – end of September
                        Resolutions and Canonical Changes – end of September

                        Last Minute Items and Rules of Order – end of October
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