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Minutes of the 54

th
 Annual Meeting of the 

        Episcopal Diocesan Altar Guild of Vermont  

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

The 54
th
 annual meeting of the Diocesan Altar Guild was held at Saint Martinôs 

Episcopal Church in Fairlee on Thursday, May 13, 2010, with registration at 9:30 am.  

The business meeting was called to order with prayer, at 10:10 am by Directress Sarah 

Maynard of Saint Andrewôs of Saint Johnsbury. 

 The minutes of the 2009 annual report were read and accepted as presented. 

 The 2010 treasurerôs report and 2010 budget was perused.  In the absence of 

Treasurer Carol Walters, former Directress Carolyn Murray reported on the situation at 

the sacristy of Saint Michaelôs Chapel at Rock Point.  Since the death of Janet Smith, 

nothing has been taken care of.  There were problems with mice, moth and mold, torn 

linens and vestments.  The Diocesan Altar Guild is responsible for candles and vestments 

but the Chapel is responsible for wine and wafers.  Rev. Lizette Baxter, rector of Saint 

Andrewôs in Colchester and Betty Lehneman of Saint Andrewôs went through things and 

disposed of many unusable items.  They found candle wax on the altar and decided to 

purchase oil candles.  Carol Walters told Carolyn that Saint Andrewôs should not have to 

pay for these candles and had sent $195 from the DAG money.  It is suggested that 

camphor balls were good to deter moths, mice and moisture. 

 Vera Mallary moved that Baxter, Murray, Lehneman, and Walters be authorized 

to spend up to $1,000 to renovate and bring up to date Saint Michaelôs Chapel at Rock 

Point.  It was seconded and approved. 

 The treasurerôs report was accepted. 

 There was a question about the proposed Altar Guild banner.  Since Carol Walters 

was not in attendance and was organizing this project, it was tabled. 

 Sarah reported that she had been approached by Angie Emerson about the Altar 

Guild conducting a workshop at the next ministry expo.  Symbolism and origins of 

purposes might be a proposed project.  This might be a recruitment project. 

 Judi Shank of Saint Paulôs, White River Junction, was approached to fill the 

vacant position of Assistant Directress.  She asked that she give it thought for another 

year. 

 Former Directress Katherine Webster was appointed to the Board of Directors. 

 It was asked if there was a job description for the various positions and it was 

noted by Carolyn Murray that there was not.  It was suggested that job descriptions be 

created. 

 The meeting was suspended at 11 am for a wonderful music program presented 

by church organist Matthew Wiencke and cellist Margaret Gilmore.  Ann Davis 

explained the various types of music used for different aspects of the worship service and 

members were able to sing a few verses of these songs.  Matthew and Margaret then 

played several pieces used for preludes and postludes at different times.  It was noted that 

they were often joined by other talented musical numbers of the church.  Matthew has 



been organist of Saint Martinôs for fifteen years and also works for the Dartmouth 

College Medical Magazine. 

 After resumption of the business meeting Carolyn Murray reported that surplus 

supplies were stored at the cathedral and it was hoped that an inventory would be 

available soon.  There were questions about DAG dues and it was noted that the 

suggested amount for each Altar Guild is $50, but any amount is welcome, if a church 

cannot afford that much. 

 Directress Maynard asked if the DAG members would like to have a quarterly 

newsletter and offered to write it. 

  

Following a delicious lunch presented by the Altar Guild of Saint Martinôs, Sarah 

presented an ñAltar Guild stoleò that she had made to Bishop Thomas C. Ely, which he 

wore during the Ascension Day Holy Eucharist.  Bishop Ely was assisted by the Rev. 

John Morris, rector of Saint Martin, Eucharistic Minister Ann Davis, Lector Pat Ballou, 

Usher DeWitt Mallary and Organist Matthew Wiencke. 

 

Attending were the following people: 

 

From the host church, Saint Martinôs, Fairlee - Pat Ballou, Ann Davis, Freda Farmer, 

Janet Jones, Vera and DeWitt Mallary, Jacqueline Wren, the Rev. John Morris, organist, 

Matthew Wiencke, cellist, Margaret Gilmore 

 

From Christ Church, Montpelier-Eunice Crosby, Joan Saben 

 

From Saint Andrewôs, Saint Johnsbury-DAG directress Sarah Maynard, DAG secretary 

Betty Maynard 

 

From Saint Barnabas, Norwich-Kathleen Peterson, Sandy Virginia 

 

Front Saint Lukeôs Saint Albans-Brad and Carolyn Murray 

 

From Saint Paulôs, White River Junction-Claire OôConnor, Judi Shank 

 

From Zion, Manchester Center ï Luanne Hardy, Kathie Peltz 

 

 

Betty Maynard, secretary 

Diocesan Altar Guild 

 



Bishopôs Report of Official Acts 
July 01, 2009 ï June 30, 2010 

 

On July 21, 2009, Letters Dimissory accepted from the Diocese of Central New York on 

behalf of the Rev. David Ganter (St. Matthewôs Church, Enosburg Falls). 

 

On September 16, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Connecticut on 

behalf of the Rev. Kristina Lewis. 

 

On September 16, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Massachusetts on 

behalf of the Rev. Thomas J. Brown. 

 

On September 16, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Colorado on behalf 

of the Rev. J. Harrison L. Heidel. 

 

On September 21, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Maine on behalf of 

the Rev. Judson Pealer. 

 

On September 26, 2009, Jakki Renee Flanagan (Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 

Burlington) admitted as a Postulant for Holy Orders. 

 

On October 9, 2009, Letters Dimissory accepted from the Diocese of Massachusetts on 

behalf of the Rev. Margaret Lee Ferry (St. John in the Mountains, Hardwick). 

 

On November 3, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts on behalf of the Rev. David M. Hall. 

 

On December 19, 2009, Donna J. Reidt (St. Michaelôs Church, Brattleboro) ordained to 

the Transitional Diaconate at St. Michaelôs Church in Brattleboro. 

 

On December 22, 2009, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts on behalf of the Rev. Cn. Tanya Wallace. 

 

On February 11, 2010, Letters Dimissory accepted from the Diocese of New Hampshire 

on behalf of the Rev. David Hamilton (All Saints Church in South Burlington). 

 

On April 16, 2010, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of Rhode Island on behalf of 

the Rev. Dr. Anita L. Schell-Lambert. 

 

On May 23, 2010, Mark F. Genszler (St. Michaelôs Church, Brattleboro) admitted as a 

Postulant for Holy Orders. 

 

On June 15, 2010, Auburn Lynn Watersong (Christ Church, Island Pond) admitted as a 

Candidate for Holy Orders. 

 



On June 15, 2010, Thomas N. Mousin (St. Michaelôs Church, Brattleboro) admitted as a 

Candidate for Holy Orders. 

 

On June 24, 2010, Letters Dimissory issued to the Diocese of New York on behalf of the 

Rev. Cn. Jeanette Tweedy. 

 

 

In this twelve month period (July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010), the Rev. Margaret Lee 

Ferry was called as Priest in Partnership at St. John the Baptist Church in Hardwick, the 

Rev. David Hamilton was called as Rector at All Saints Church in South Burlington, and 

the Rev. David Veale was called as Priest in Partnership at St. Lukeôs Church in St. 

Albans. 

 

In this twelve month period (July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010), the following Lay 

Participants Licenses in the Liturgy were issued:  19 Catechists, 1 Chalice Bearer, 326 

Eucharistic Ministers, 57 Eucharistic Visitors, 46 Lay Preachers, and 81 Worship 

Leaders. 

 

In this twelve month period (July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010), 28 official visitations 

were made.  At these visitations, 21 adults and 11 youth were confirmed, 14 adults were 

received into the Episcopal Church, and 57 recorded reaffirmations of baptismal vows. 

 

In this twelve month period (July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010), consents were given to 

the elections of 10 diocesan bishops and 3 suffragan bishops.  Consents were given to the 

resignations of 8 diocesan bishops and 2 suffragan bishops. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

The Right Reverend Thomas Clark Ely 

10
th

 Bishop of Vermont 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brookhaven Treatment and Learning Center Annual Report 

(July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010) 

 

2010 has been an exciting year at the Brookhaven Treatment and Learning Center. 

Through the dedicated efforts of our staff and partners in the community, Brookhaven 

continues to succeed at our critical mission of providing quality clinical and educational 

programming for boys with severe emotional/behavioral issues and learning difficulties.   

 

Our comprehensive residential treatment program is designed specifically for boys whose 

difficulties have become so severe that removal from their home environment is essential 

to the treatment process. We provide these boys with therapeutic milieu services, 

intensive behavior management, individual, group and family therapy, case management 

services and psychopharmacological intervention. The residential program also includes 

our Family Retreat. This is a place for our residents and their families to come together 

on campus for overnights and intensive family focused treatment. 

 

In addition to residential treatment, we also provide onsite educational services (grades 

K-8) for our residents, as well as, day students from the community. Our Learning 

Center, a state licensed independent school, provides a therapeutically oriented academic 

curriculum. Our program serves boys who are able to continue residing in their home, but 

whose behavior/learning difficulties require more intensive services than are available in 

their local school. 

 

 This last year we have seen three young men move on from our residential program after 

the successful completion of treatment. These boys entered good homes with families 

who understand the emotional and behavioral challenges of nurturing the growth and 

development of a child who is a victim of abuse and trauma. To further ensure the 

success of these placements we have also made available intensive family therapy and 

follow-up support through the Family Retreat.  

 

During the 2009 Christmas break, many of the boys enjoyed home visits with relatives.  

The Board of Trustees once again joined children and staff at our annual Christmas party.  

The boys helped to set up tables and chairs for the party, as well as presenting board-

members with small gifts. Before eating the celebratory meal, Christmas carols filled the 

building as child and adult alike sang together, sharing the celebration and experience. 

The boys truly enjoyed themselves and spent quite a bit of time engaging the board of 

trustees with questions and ideas about Christmas and Santa Claus. 

 

A few short months later, with over 100 family and friends in attendance, a graduating 

class of 22 students marched together into the Pavilion where they were honored for the 

yearôs hard work and their many academic accomplishments. This proud moment marked 

the end of the 2009 to 2010 school year and the eagerly anticipated beginning of the 

summer break and start of Camp Haven. 

 

On June 22nd, Brookhaven was blessed by the presence of The Right Reverend Thomas 



Ely. With a residential student acting as guide, Bishop Ely and the board toured the 

campus and viewed the new Family Retreat facility and the recently renovated pavilion. 

Following the tour, the Bishop met with students for a question and answer session, and 

then met with Dr. Iazzo, Brookhavenôs Executive Director and the Board of Trustees to 

discuss Brookhaven's vital mission. 

 

A key topic addressed during the Bishopôs visit was the recently launched Brookhaven 

Initiative. The Brookhaven Initiative is a scholarship fund dedicated to offering financial 

assistance to families lacking the financial means to send a child to Brookhaven to 

receive much needed treatment. The very first child to receive a scholarship from this 

grass roots solution to Vermontôs budgetary shortfall recently finished the summer 

session at Camp Haven and will be a day student going into the 2010 ï 2011 school year. 

 

Camp Haven is our therapeutic day camp and is the Brookhaven Learning Centerôs 

extended summer program that runs for six weeks during the summer months. 

 

Over the six-weeks of camp, our teachers and counselors, in collaboration with clinical 

staff, create a host of fun-filled activities that foster personal growth, academics and 

social development. Our classroom activities this year were based on the theme ñRiver 

Explorationò.  Our back river was used as an outdoor classroom to incorporate our theme 

into many hands on-activities such as raft building, exploring river habitats and learning 

about river species. The 2010 summer session culminated with a festive celebration and 

barbeque attended by over 50 family members. During this exciting ceremony, campers 

were recognized for their many achievements over the summer. 

  

Also in June, Altrusa, a non-profit womenôs organization who donates their time and 

energy to community projects and the community as a whole, visited the boys, bringing 

each a special gift and spending time with the boys celebrating ñChristmas in Juneò. The 

event was held in the freshly renovated Brookhaven Pavilion. Renovations and repairs 

were required after the original Pavilion floor was damaged by the flood that ravaged 

Chelsea in the spring of 2009. The young men were enthralled with the gifts, attention, 

affection, and energy Altrusa brought, talking about the visit for a couple of weeks after it 

happened with bright smiles and many happy memories. 

 

As the end of summer and a new school year approaches, the boys were able to enjoy 

some well-earned time with families prior to the 2010 ï 2011 academic year beginning.  

 

As another year draws to a successful conclusion, I would once again like to offer on 

behalf of the children and staff, our heart-felt gratitude to the Episcopal Diocese of 

Vermont for their ongoing support and generosity. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Anthony N. Iazzo 

Executive Director 

Brookhaven Treatment and Learning Center 



COMMISSION ON MINISTRY: COMMITTEE ON 

DISCERNMENT  

 
During the period July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 the Committee of Discernment 

engaged in the following activities and made recommendations as indicated: 

 

Holy Orders: 
Following review of presented documentation, valuation and personal interview 

recommended:   

for Postulancy:  Jakki Flanagan, Mark Genszler 

for Candidacy:  Thomas Mousin, Auburn Watersong  

for Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate and for Ordination as Priest:  Donna Reidt 

 

The Committee reviewed and revised the document Deacons Among Us, and its related 

document Formations Portfolio Guidelines, both of which were prepared by the diocesan 

deacons group as process guidelines for individual seeking ordination as Deacon.  

Pending final edit and review the Committee looks forward to publishing these 

documents soon.  

 

The Committee is engaged in ongoing collaborative work with the Committee on 

Christian Formation in assisting one parish in forming a Covenant group, with 

subsequent plans of becoming a Local Ministry Support Team. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beth Stanway and Victor Horvath, Co-chairs 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE  



DIOCESAN COUNCIL  

Diocesan Council met five times during the reporting period. Meetings begin with a time 

of prayer and reflection. A report from the Bishop and the Diocesan Treasurer are 

received at each meeting. Council is organized around the mission of the diocese and 

meets during each meeting in Cluster Groups of Prayer, Mind, and Deed to build 

community and discuss agenda items.  

 

The Diocese is represented on Council by active, committed members from all 

geographic areas of Vermont. Council continues to be challenged by vacancies in the 

seats for Deanery representatives. 

 

Council members for 2009ï2010: Sarah Benton, Robert Bowler, Ryan Corkins, Charlie 

Cunningham, Reid Farrell, Kevin Fisher, Etolia Fisher-Torres, Cheyenne Garland, Terry 

Gleeson, Barbara Hoar, Victor Horvath, Alan Kittelson, Sarah Maynard, Scott Neal, 

Diane Rooney, Laurian Seeber, Helen Short, Veronika Travis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Council continued its review of the diocesan Strategic Plan for Growth and Ministry 

with Key Ministry Area 
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Diocesan Council, St. Johnôs Church, Randolph ï March 27, 2010 
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