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Eradicating Extreme Poverty:
The Millennium Development Goals

· Greetings from the Diocese of MA. 

· Could talk forever about this topic. Recommended resources:
· Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation www.e4gr.org


· God’s Hands A Christian Call to Eradicate Poverty, a study guide for congregational use coming from the National Council of Churches in January 2006. www.ncccusa.org

· Also, What Can One Person Do?by Sabina Alkire (Church Publishing, 2005)
· I am going to make three points tonight and I have an "Ask" at the end. 

1. It is God who BOTH propels us into the struggle to eradicate extreme poverty AND enables us to persevere in the effort. 
a. Through the graces of compassion, repentance and reconciliation God draws us into this work and sustains us in it. . 

2. We are at a unique moment in human history because for the first time we have the ability to eradicate extreme poverty.  
a. I’m going to tell you about the Millennium Goals as a way to do this.
3. The most effective means to do this are:

a. Church – most widely distributed network in the world

b. Civil political action that is our heritage as citizens of the richest democracy the world has ever known.

· First some basic facts:

· One billion people live on less than $1 a day.

· “Living on less than a dollar a day” does not mean cash, but purchasing power parity – the equivalent of living in the US on a dollar a day. 
· We mean a family of four living on less than $1,460 of combined private and public income for all of them for a year. 
· At this level of income, there are:
· insufficient calories to keep the body alive; 
· no school for the children and 
· no medical care of any sort.
· This is not living. It’s dying a slow death.
· ONE one-thousand, TWO one-thousand, THREE one thousand 

· I need a volunteer at each table with a stop watch that counts seconds.

· Count off every three seconds and lets snap our fingers.

· Keep doing that for two minutes while I read you some statistics. I’ll tell you when to stop.
· In sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia half the children under 5 are malnourished,
 leading to stunted mental and physical development.
· 115 million eligible children are not enrolled in primary-school. Most of these are poor, and most of their mothers have no education.

· 30 million children a year get measles. More than half a million of these die, and many others are blind or deaf. A safe, effective and relatively inexpensive vaccine has existed for 40 years. You do the math.
· In Mali, almost none of the 61 percent of children out of school have ever attended school consistently.

· In 1999 alone 1 million children in sub-Saharan Africa lost their teachers to AIDS.

· The average risk of dying in childbirth in the developing world is 450 per 100,000 live births. In the US it’s fewer than 100.
· In countries where women have many children, they face this risk many times.

· So in sub-Saharan Africa, the chances of dying in childbirth over a lifetime are 1 in 16, compared to one in 3 (“thousand”),8 (“hundred”)00 [3,800] in the developed world.

· More than 500,000 women die from complications of pregnancy and childbirth each year. 
· AIDS is now the fourth largest killer world wide. 
· Malaria and TB (both treatable and preventable) together kill nearly as many people each year as HIV/AIDS. 
· 90 percent of malaria deaths are in sub-Saharan Africa, even as prevention and treatment efforts are being scaled up.
· Half the developing world still lack toilets or other forms of basic sanitation.

· Of the 300 million children who went to bed hungry last night, 
· Only eight percent are victims of famine or other emergencies. 
· The remaining 90 percent suffer from long-term malnutrition.
 
· OK STOP – And…
· Every …three …seconds… -- for the entire day we have been here, all day tomorrow and the next day and the next -- a child dies from hunger and other preventable consequences of extreme poverty.

· Most of these lives could be saved by expanding existing programs that promote simple low cost solutions.

· This is overwhelming, we can’t take it in.

· How do we take this in?

· How does God lead us, in this perilous place where we are so tempted to turn away from the face of suffering? 

· I want to suggest the graces of compassion, repentance and reconciliation.
· First we are called enter into the suffering. 
· Through prayer, reflection, service and relationships we are invited to come closer, to look into the eyes of one person, hear the story of one life, to soften our hearts.
· This is compassion, and it’s the first step.

· Second we are called to see how we benefit from the “things as they are.” 

· Through learning, exploring, and study we are invited to repent of the ways we benefit from structures and laws, that demean and hurt the powerless.
· This is repentance, and it is the second step.

· Third we are called to take action. 
· As best we can, in our faltering and imperfect ways, we are invited to respond with specific and concrete actions to make things better.
· This is reconciliation, and it is the third step.

· These invitations come to us all the time and they nourish one another. As we look closely at the pictures, our hearts softens and we are more likely to listen to the news report on the radio or to hear the announcement of a lecture. When we act, we meet people who are also acting and we feel less alone and realize that positive things are happening and people are making a difference. As we see what others are doing, we see opportunities to act. 
· Courage begets courage. 

· I also name these three invitations of compassion, repentance and reconciliation because we resist them. For whatever our reasons, we do resist them. But God calls us onwards, into relationship, so knowing ourselves “forgiven, loved, and free,” we resist the paralysis of guilt and the paralysis of analysis. We pick up, and move on – together.

· So let’s move on … and talk pragmatically about how ours will be the generation to eradicate extreme poverty. 

· Why do we think we can do this?
· First, there is now enough wealth in the world.
· Second advances in technology have revolutionized accountability, finance, health care, communication and transportation.
· Finally, experience. Development experts have learned what works and what doesn’t.
· How do we plan to eradicate poverty? 

· This work is not new, but something new happened in 2000. Eight Millennium Goals were adopted by the nations of the world. By the year 2015, we all agreed, we will:

· Halve extreme poverty and hunger

· Achieve universal primary education

· Empower women and promote equality between women and men

· Reduce under-five mortality by two-thirds

· Reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters

· Reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB.
· Ensure environmental sustainability

· Create a global partnership for development, with targets for aid, trade, and debt relief.
· When they adopted these Goals, known collectively as the “MDGs” (Millennium Development Goals), the leaders of the nations made a faith statement.  A bold proclamation that we don’t have to put up with things as they are any more.

· Each Goal has specific, measurable targets, which allow citizens to hold their governments accountable for keeping their promises.
· There is broad agreement on what needs to happen, and both poor nations and rich nations all need to make changes.

· Developing nations agreed to reduce corruption, and make poverty reduction a higher priority.
· Developed nations need to keep their promises around aid, debt relief and fiar trade.
· A few words about aid, debt and trade…
· AID 
· Donors need to do three things:

· Keep our promises.

· Honduras, Mozambique and Niger are among the countries whose plans to dramatically increase the numbers of children in primary school have met international criteria and been approved for implementation but were stalled for lack of donor funding needed for 2004 and 2005.

· Make aid work better

· Average annual per capita income of the three top recipients of gross US aid (ODA and OA) is $10,833 (Egypt, Russia, Israel; PPP, 2003)

· Cut red tape and reduce the administrative burden on poor countries.

· In Tanzania in 2002-03 the government hosted 275 donor missions, 123 from one agency alone,
 and donors dictated that the government carry out 78 policy reforms in one year.

· Additional amount needed each year to meet the MDGs is about what France, the UK and the US spend exporting arms to the developing world.

· DEBT 
· Many poor countries pay out more in debt relief than they receive in aid.
·  In 2003 low income countries paid $39B on interest on their debt and received only $27B in aid.

· The debt relief plan required poor nations to combine the money freed up with new allocations of their own to health and education programs. The result has been overwhelming:

· Tanzania made primary education free and compulsory in 2002 and an extra 1.6 million children started attending school. 

· The cost to the US of canceling most debt for the world’s poorest countries would come to $1.20 per person.
· TRADE

· Developed nations spend about a $1 billion day on agricultural subsidies, buying excess crops to keep production artificially high. These crops are dumped onto global markets undercutting prices at which farmers in developing countries can produce them.

· “If Africa could increase its share of world exports by a mere 1%, it would generate $70 million; about five times what it now receives in aid.” (Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane St George's Cathedral, Cape Town 14 April 2005).

· My point here is that this effort to eradicate poverty, is just work. 

· Hard, complicated, challenging work, like other work we know how to do. 

· We know what to do, how to do it , what it will cost and what it will look like when it is done.

· This is not dream land – a “wouldn’t it be nice”… kind of place. This is real.

· And – listen --  if this work is possible, if it’s just a big, enormous, complicated frustratingly slow and connected-with-everything-else kind of task, but possible, then don’t we have a moral imperative to DO IT? 

· Doesn’t a moral imperative derive precisely from our ability to eradicate extreme poverty.
· Are we called to do any less? 
· What will Jesus say to us:
· You did it for the least of these…OR 

· You did not do it for the least of these.

· We might fail trying, but we might succeed. And we must try.
· This work is political, but it is not partisan. 

· Emerging faith alliances. 
· This is a movement that cuts across political and controversy boundaries within the fabric of the church as well as in the US. 
· The National Association of Evangelicals has endorsed the MDGs and called for the reduction of poverty to be at the heart of the current administration’s foreign policy.

· The first two checks to arrive, on the same day, after EGR’s appeal to the House of Bishops came from Bishop Bob Duncan of Pittsburgh and Bishop Gene Robinson of New Hampshire.

· Politicians don’t lead; they get re-elected. They need us more than we need them. We need to educate them and keep them focused on these issues.

· Current opportunities. As of Tuesday morning, neither of Vermont’s two senators nor your representative was listed as a sponsor of legislation currently before Congress in support of the Millennium Goals. There is work to do.

· Some might ask, “Why Should Christians engage in political advocacy?” Drawing on resources from Bread for the World, let me suggest three reasons:

· First, Scripture calls us to speak up 

· We are required to give generously because the way we treat vulnerable people is ultimately the way we treat God. “Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those who are kind to the needy honor him.” (Proverbs 14:31) And God also demands justice from those in power. Through the prophet Isaiah, God issues a warning to “those who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes, to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right.” (Isaiah 10:1-2) Like Moses, Jesus and his disciples challenged both religious and political authorities to do the right thing. 

· Second, advocacy is good stewardship 

· Churches do much to take care of hungry people. Individuals and congregations contribute from their own resources and this kind of help is good and necessary. But the problems are massive and the causes are often structural. Governments play a huge role in both the problem and solution. To help hungry people we need to address both the immediate needs and the larger picture. 

· Third, from the time of Moses, people of faith have spoken truth to power. 

· Our faith calls us to seek justice, so we take our concerns to those who have the power to implement justice on a large scale. Individuals in the church raise their voices to tell government leaders, “We are concerned, and we will hold you accountable.” Government is not the only mechanism to deal with hunger. But it plays a significant role in providing for the welfare of the people

· What am I not intending this evening?
· I am not saying wealth is bad. Throughout the Bible prosperity, which, of course, is relative, is a blessing, a gift to be shared within families and communities. 
· I am not saying that increasing the size of government bureaucracies is the only way to eradicate global poverty. 
· The scale of what our government does dwarfs what we do through charitable actions.  
· The long term solution will be private sector jobs. But no one invests in countries where the people are uneducated and sick.

· So then, finally, I come to my asks:

· What can we do about global poverty as church leaders? Four things. 

· First, “Learn, and educate.” Create reading groups and lecture series. Talk to people you know about what you are learning. 

· Second, “Go, and witness.” Join a short-term mission trip, take some young people to Latin America. Then come home and talk about what you saw. 
· Third, “Seek out and join.” Sign up for list servs, volunteer, write letters to Congress.

· Of the many good groups out there, I commend four in particular:

· Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation, and 
· Bread for the World.

· The One Campaign, onecampaign.org**
· Episcopal Public Policy Network, episcopalchurch.org/eppn/
· Finally, “give.” Jesus knew that where our treasure is our hearts are also, so if we want soft hearts attuned to these issues, we would do well to put some of our treasure into this work.

· EGR asks TEC, each diocese, congregation and Episcopalian to give 0.7% of our income for international development.

· The 0.7% figure is what development economists have estimated since the 1970’s it will cost to fund the MDGs.

· This is one of the promises I mentioned earlier that we have not yet kept.

· For the average American family, this amounts to the equivalent of a pizza a month.

· Tomorrow you will vote on a set of powerful resolutions connecting you as a diocese, as members of your congregations and as individual Christians to this movement. In doing so, you will join more than 30 other dioceses and at least six other major denominations in a growing coalition of people of faith for the MDGs. This is exactly how movements grow.
· You have heard me talk a lot tonight about money, development, technical things about eradicating poverty. And this is about money. But we will not be sustained in this long struggle if we are not also nourished by relationships.
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